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Cell Biology Department, Erasmus Medical Centre, P.O. Box 1738, 3000 DR Rotterdam, The NetherlandsOne of the problems in the study of cyctic fibrosis (CF) These reviews are presented with reference to thepathology is the fact that it is difficult to obtain useful tissue
samples from CF patients. Furthermore, invasive or poten-
tially harmful therapeutic procedures must be thoroughly
tested in relevant preclinical models. In the context of the
European Working Group on CFTR Expression, contribu-
tions from different experts in this field were collected [1].
In this supplementary issue of JCF, we present a number of
reviews on relevant topics. First, a paper on animal models
deals mainly with the current status of CF mouse models
and their applications [2]. A second paper describes the
properties of cellular models of CF, i.e., immortalised
epithelial cell lines that express normal or mutant CFTR
[3]. For information on primary culture of epithelial cells,
including 3D culture systems the reader is referred to section
B of this issue: Cell Biology and Histology. Methods to
study host pathogen interactions, both in animal models and
in cultured cells are discussed in a paper by Bragonzi et al.
[4]. Another set of tools that plays a prominent part in CF
research comprises expression vectors and gene delivery
systems. A review is presented that describes the latest
developments in this field, focused on applications relevant
to cystic fibrosis. In particular, progress towards gene
therapy of CF is discussed [5].1569-1993/$ - see front matter D 2004 European Cystic Fibrosis Society. Publis
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E-mail address: b.scholte@erasmusmc.nl (B.J. Scholte).hands-on protocols on these subjects that are available
online at the website of CF Network [1]. This growing set
of protocols is neither complete nor definitive. It is
intended to facilitate the work of novices and experts in
the field, to promote contacts and future development.
Readers and visitors of the website are encouraged to
contribute their own protocols and comments.References
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